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Jumping
and Shouting
Varsity cheers their
way to Nationals
16 Being spirited often
takes a lot out of me, but I
love it and that's what it's
all about. 55
by Robin Castle and Ann Scharmack
The three D's to becoming a fantas-
tic cheerleader were dedication,
determination and a dynamic
personality. All of the cheerleaders had
these qualities, and that was what made
them such a success.
Dedication and determination went
into every practice. During football sea-
son they practiced three times a week.
But during basketball season they prac-
ticed every day, in order to prepare for
National Competition held in Dallas,
Texas, December 28th and 29th. Tina
Martin said, "At practice we must be on
time, stretch out first and warm up our
muscles. Then we worked on the most
strenuous mounts or cheers."
During the summer, the cheerleaders
went to a national clinic sponsored by
the NCA (National Cheerleading Associ-
ation). The last day a competition was
held against four other varsity squads in
Pinellas County; our cheerleaders were
victorious. This gave them the honor of
competing in National Competition in
Dallas. The cheerleaders sold candy,
spirit ribbons, and doughnuts, and also
went to local businesses and asked them
to sponsor them in order to raise money
to go.
A dynamic personality was needed to
become a spectacular cheerleader. Linda
Cribbs said, "Being spirited often takes a lot
out of me, because I try as often as possible
to be cheerful and cooperative. But I love
it, and that's what it's all about! f
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